
What are fertilisers? 
 

Fertilisers contain concentrated sources of plant nutrients in chemical or organic form. Most contain 
major plant nutrients, which plants need in relatively large amounts. Some also contain trace elements, 
which plants only need in tiny amounts. 
Most fertilisers are based on the three major plant nutrients:  
 
Nitrogen (N): For green leafy growth 
Phosphorus (P): For healthy root and shoot growth 
Potassium (K): For flowering, fruiting and general hardiness 
 
Top dressing: This is the application of quick-acting fertilisers to the soil surface around plants to 
stimulate growth, and is usually carried out in spring at the start of the growing season. Take care to avoid 
leaf contact, which can cause scorching, and to protect against over application, which could cause root 
damage and pollution of ground water. 
Base dressing: This is the incorporation of fertiliser into the soil or potting compost before sowing or 
planting. 

 
Growmore Granular Fertiliser NPK: 7:7:7 
Granular based for easy spreading and can be used on all types of flowers, fruit & vegetables throughout 
Spring & Summer 

 
Fish, Blood & Bone NPK:  5:5:6 
This very popular, balanced organic, powdered fertiliser is widely used to feed flowers and vegetables and 
is an excellent long term feed. 
It can also be utilised as a top dressing on lawns. 
 
Sulphate of Ammonia NPK: 21:0:0 
This 100% soluble fertiliser with a high nitrogen content (21%) is often used as a compost activator as well 
as straight for crops. 
 
Sulphate of Iron 
Plant food for lime hating (ericaceous) plants like heathers, rhododendrons, camellias and azaleas. 
Also corrects leaf yellowing on roses and other shrubs. 
Use as a base or top dressing at 359/m2. 
 
Sulphate of Potash NPK: 0:0:50 
A very soluble and fast acting product that adds essential Potash to soils and composts. 
Helps improve the quality of fruits and flowers and strengthens plants against disease. 

 
Nitrate of Chalk NPK: 27:0:0 
High granular Nitrogen based fertiliser. 
 
Single Superphosphate NPK: 0:18:0 
One of the oldest inorganic fertilisers. 
This fertiliser is only partly soluble, it must be well dug in.  
Helps to formulate root growth in lime sufficient soil conditions. 
 
Calcified Seaweed 
Natural soil and lawn conditioner. 
Breaks down heavy soils. Improves soil structure, promoting stronger roots and vigorous plant growth. 



Neutralises acid soils and is rich in minerals. 
 
Epsom Salts NPK:   16% MgO 
Also known as Magnesium Sulphate and is required to assist the colouration of leaves. (Helps prevent 
yellowing)  
Water soluble and used in both annual and perennial crops like tomatoes, vegetables and soft fruit. 
 
Dried Blood NPK:   11:0:0 
Highly active organic fertiliser which is high in Nitrogen. 
 Used on crops and is a boost to plants in 
Spring and helps maintain healthy growth throughout Summer. 
Comes in a powdered format. 
 
Hoof and Horn NPK: 11:0:0 
A 100% organic slow release nitrogen based fertiliser. Comes in a powdered format. 
 
John Innes Base NPK: 5.1:7.7:9.7 
Developed as a balanced fertiliser base for soil based composts. 
Provides a range of nutrients and can be used as a general fertiliser 

 
Trench Fertiliser NPK (6-11-18) 
A slow release fertiliser with high trace element content. Use over winter to prepare soil for flowers and 
vegetables. 
 
Compost Activator 
Powdered compost activator which will reduce garden and non cooked kitchen waste to a valuable 
crumbly garden compost ready to use for mulching or digging in.  

 
Potato Fertiliser NPK: 6:10:10 
A specialist fertiliser for a healthy potato harvest. 
Can also be used for other vegetable crops. 
Application Rate: 140g per sq m. 
 
Rose Fertiliser NPK: 5:5:10 
A specially formulated granular fertiliser for strong roots, healthy stems and fine blooms. 

 
Lawn Sand 
Lawn sand is a combined weedkiller, moss killer for lawns and lawn fertiliser - though usually sold as a 
moss treatment. It consists of ammonium sulphate, iron sulphate and fine sand.  It should be applied 
between April and September, in dry conditions, but preferably when rain is expected within a couple of 
days.  

 
Nitrate of soda NPK 16-0-0 
A fast acting nitrogen fertiliser for beetroot, celery and other leafy crops. Nitrate of Soda is also beneficial 
for most herbaceous plants, leaf crops and foliage shrubs, its high nitrogen content promoting healthy 
growth and rich green leaves.  Also known as Sodium Nitrate. 
Apply: As required during the growing season. 
How to Use: Can be applied as a top dressing or a liquid feed 
Note: Nitrate of Soda should not be applied to heavy clay soils as it makes them harder to work. 
Nitrogen (N)         16% 
Rate of Application:- Apply 25-50gms per square metre. 
 



Rockdust 
Rock dust, consists of finely crushed rock, containing minerals and trace elements widely used in organic 
farming practices. 
Rock dust is not a fertilizer, for it lacks the qualifying levels of nitrogen, potassium, and phosphorus. 
 
Potassium Nitrate  
Potassium nitrate (KNO3) is a soluble source of two major essential plant nutrients. It is commonly used 
as a fertilizer for high-value crops that benefit from nitrate (NO3 - ) nutrition and a source of potassium 
(K+ ) free of chloride (Cl- ). 
The use of KNO3 is especially desirable in conditions where a highly soluble, chloride-free nutrient source 
is needed. All of the N is immediately available for plant uptake as nitrate, requiring no additional 
microbial action and transformation in the soil. Growers of high value vegetable and orchard crops 
sometime prefer to use a nitrate-based source of nutrition in an effort to boost yield and quality. 
Potassium nitrate contains a relatively high proportion of K, with a N to K ratio of approximately 1:3. 
Many crops have high K demands and can remove as much or more K than N at harvest. Applications of 
KNO3 to the soil are made before the growing season or as a supplement during the growing season. A 
diluted solution is sometimes sprayed on plant foliage to stimulate physiological processes or to 
overcome nutrient deficiencies. Foliar application of K during fruit development can be advantageous for 
some crops, since this growth stage often coincides with high K demands during the time of declining root 
activity and nutrient uptake. It is also commonly used for greenhouse plant production and hydroponic 
culture. 
 
Basic Slag 
Basic slag has long been recognised as a ready supply of phosphate. Together with its neutralising value – 
equivalent to a tonne of lime – this can provide an additional benefit beyond micro elements. 
 
Hydroleca 
Hard ceramic 'pebbles' with a smooth dense outer skin and honeycomb interior produced by expanding 
special clay granules at over 1200°C.  
Absorbs water and releases it slowly.  
Outstanding insulating properties due it cellular structure.  
Will not compact and is unaffected by frost.  
Simply sprinkle a layer on the surface of containers, window boxes and tubs.  
Can be used both indoors and out.  
Hydroponics is a method of growing plants without soil using just water, nutrients and an inert growing 
medium such as Hydroleca or Perlite.  
Because of its very light weight Hydroleca is an essential ingredient in roof gardens. It can be added to 
potting compost in a ratio of one part Hydroleca to three parts compost. 
 
Perlite 
Perlite is a generic term for a naturally occurring siliceous rock. The distinguishing feature that sets perlite 
apart from other volcanic glasses is that when heated to a suitable point in its softening range, it expands 
from four to twenty times its original volume. This is due to the rapid expansion of water within perlite, 
which creates the extremely light perlite that we use within the garden arena, with many benefits when it 
comes to its horticultural uses. 
 
Vermiculite 
Vermiculite is the mineralogical name given to hydrated laminar magnesium-aluminum-ironsilicate which 
resembles mica in appearance. 

 
Garden lime 
Agricultural Lime or Garden Lime 
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Agricultural Lime or Garden Lime is made from pulverized limestone or chalk. As well as raising the pH it 
will provide calcium for the crops and trace nutrients. Some recent experiments are indicating our soils 
may well benefit from the addition of rock dust, adding trace nutrients to the soil. 
Lime is also available as Prilled Lime or Granular Lime which means small pellets or balls. These are easier 
to apply over large areas as you can use a machine spreader. 
 
Dolomite Lime 
Dolomite lime is similar to garden lime but contains a higher percentage of magnesium. 
 
Quicklime and Slaked or Hydrated Lime 
Quicklime is produced by burning rock limestone in kilns. It is highly caustic and cannot be applied directly 
to the soil. Quicklime reacts with water to produce slaked, or hydrated, lime, thus quicklime is spread 
around the land in heaps to absorb rain and form slaked lime, which is then spread on the soil. Their use is 
prohibited by the organic standards and while fast acting, the effect is short lived in comparison to garden 
lime. 
 
Bone meal  
Bone meal (or Bone manure) is a mixture of finely and coarsely ground animal bones and slaughter-house 
waste products. It is used as an organic fertilizer for plants and as a nutritional supplement for animals. As 
a slow-release fertilizer, bone meal is primarily used as a source of phosphorus and protein. 


